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Delmar, Vina The Marcaboth Women 
Harcourt, Brace. Oct. 18, 1951. 288p. $3.00. 


extraordinarily fine novel, authoress who has 
almost entirely novel character. 

The country from which the Marcaboths originally 
came never specified; might perhaps Syria 
Armenia. Zeda Marcaboth, after her squalid child- 
hood Jersey City with her emigrant parents, marries 
the age fifteen; and goes with her husband that 
distant land learn that there are lower depths 
poverty and filth than anything she had imagined pos- 
sible. means savage threats she forces Marca- 
both return, that her child may born Amer- 
ica. lives, Jersey City and New York, for 
twenty-one years with her brutal and secretive husband 
until, when Zeda thirty-six years old, Marcaboth dies, 
leaving her with six surviving children. Then she 
learns, her amazement, that Marcaboth, whom she 
had hated and despised, had piled vast fortune, 
all which became hers. 

But all this lies the past; and when see Zeda she 
longer Zeda Marcaboth, but the Princess Zleki, 
woman going for seventy, widowed for second 
time. She has become woman charm and power, 
immensely wealthy, living her beautiful California 


with her four sons and their wives all living near 


her. this point that Vina Delmar steps and 
shows one day their joint lives, the birthday 
Ruby, second wife Simon, the eldest son. 

The discussion with which the book opens and its solu- 
tion the last pages very trivial: will Ruby conform 
Marcaboth tradition and dinner Zeda’s home 
her birthday? Her refusal, and her being outwitted 
Simon and Zeda, are little importance. What 
matters the picture that given the family. 
love. 

There hint oriental strain the tremendous 
family solidarity, and also the taken-for-granted im- 
Position the husbands’ opinions their wives. But 
the racial element scarcely apparent. surely the 
memory Zeda’s harsh and unhappy childhood, and 
that her children, that responsible for the passion- 
ate devotion between the mother and her sons. And 
also the boy Simon’s noble childish self-sacrifice for 
his little brothers and sisters that creates such bond 
trust and affection between these four men, many 
ways dissimilar, and all inclined irritated 


the surface with one another. But still more fascinating 
are the portraits the wives. Hannah, Simon’s dead 
wife, and the other three, Enid, Judith and Solime, had 
all married for love and are, this day, deeply love 
with their husbands. Miss Delmar brilliant her 
depiction these different women who have nothing 
common with each other except their love for 
Marcaboth! The day Ruby’s birthday catches each 
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one the other three, for different reasons, danger- 
ous mood rebellion; Enid’s mood impatience and 
self-pity; Solime’s, snobbish feeling that her family 
better than that the Marcaboths; and Judith’s, justi- 
fiable anger Garth’s ignoring her family from the 
wrong side the tracks. How Garth’s love for Judith 
triumphs over the disdain inherited 
mother’s hatred poverty beautifully described. 
Whether Enid’s separation from Wolfe permanent 
not, is, modern fashion, not made clear. But 
Solime’s mood most movingly resolved when, dis- 
covering that Ruby, the new sister-in-law, the only one 
who married for money, has lover, she throws aside 
her ambitions, her exclusive club, her pretension 
aristocracy, determined effort save Ruby for 
Simon and salvage the honor the Marcaboth 
family. 
These people seem have little religion, but 
they have loyalty and love; and they are described with 
wit and shrewdness fine and compassionate mind. 
Angela Cave, 
Manhattan College 

the Sacred Heart, 
New York 27, New York 
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Mitford, Nancy The Blessing 
Random House. Oct. 1951. 305p. $3.00. 


Several weeks back was our very happy fortune 
review book childhood reminiscences whose under- 
lying theme emphasized the sacredness the family 
which fidelity and love reign supreme. only 
natural, then, that the edifying and wholesome thoughts 
engendered that reading should come mind our 
attention drawn The Blessing, which plays 
infidelity and impropriety married life. Despite the 
jacket writer’s lavish praise the author’s attempt 
“to extract from the spectacle impropriety much 
comedy will bear”, the result, find, somewhat 
less rewarding, more worthy sympathy than en- 
comium. 

Grace Allingham, the beauteous but somewhat untutor- 
and inexperienced daughter distinguished Mem- 
ber Parliament, swept off her feet the Marquis 
Charles-Edouard Valhubert, cosmopolitan, debonair, 
and dashing warrior. Following whirlwind court- 
ship they are married, and some seven years later 
that the Marquis returns from war service see his 
son, Sigismond (the for the first time. 
Their lives then fall into the pattern Charles-Edou- 
ard’s ancestry and coterie friends. the chang- 
ing seasons their residence moved from the manorial 
estate Provence the mansion Paris where Char- 
les happiest because there near what holds 
dearest, beautiful women. Grace tries understand 
her husband’s frequent absences and continental atti- 
tude toward her own sex, but when she finds him 
compromising situation she leaves him and returns 
her home England. Charles’ family was delighted 
this turn events, course, since he, Catholic, 
had never really been married Grace the civil 
ceremony. 

Young Sigismond, meanwhile, finds the separation 
his parents most entertaining and rewarding because 


Delmar Mitford Kennan 


Best SELLERs 


the freedom affords him when goes from one parent 
the other. Spoiled the core and precocious beyond 
his years, connives prevent reconciliation. How- 
ever, when taken ill suddenly, and his parents 
meet once again, they discover his trick keep them 
Follows sound thrashing and happy forever 
after. 


Thanks brief biographical sketch about the author 
Evelyn Waugh, detect faint note similarity 
between herself and Grace Allingham. Nancy 
ford, now residing Paris, writes about the people she 
finds there this post-war era. Her satirical presenta- 
tion their modes life, habits, outlook, attitudes 
toward politics, religion, and the world which they 
live excellently done, and sad commentary 
indeed. Unfortunately, her novelist’s eye seems hide 
behind shadow cynicism. While she holding 
these human weaknesses ridicule she seems point 
them rather than down. Infidelity, adultery, decep- 
tion, and the rest are never really condemned, and 
passing them off casually and flippantly The Blessing 
what extent the reconciliation between Grace and 
Charles will accomplish amending his ways and 
extra-marital exploits. All all cannot find any 
sound reason for anyone selecting this book 


monthly choice. 
Francis Ulrich, 
Manhattan 
New 71, New York 


Kennan, George 

American Diplomacy, 1900-1950 
University Chicago Press. Sept. 28, 1951. 146p. $2.75. 
After World War the Department State set 
Policy Planning Staff and appointed George 
Kennan, career diplomat, direct it. During the 
last war became increasingly evident that the United 
States had plans for consistent foreign policy, and 
the formation this new office might profitably have 
been undertaken fifty years ago. Confronted with this 
tremendous task Kennan began study our diplomatic 
history effort discover whether there had been 
any planning all behind it. The results his studies 
are given the six lectures which read before the 
Charles Walgreen Foundation the University 
Chicago. 


these lectures begins with investigation our 
conduct during the Spanish-American War, proceeds 
study our advocating the Open Door Policy for 
China, then considers American relations 


BEST SELLERS issued the Library, University 
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separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
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Orient, discusses our statesmanship during Worid War 
World War and concludes the series with his 
personal views diplomacy the contemporary 
world. Appended these lectures are his celebrated 
articles “The Sources Soviet and 
“America and the Russian Future” which have already 
appeared the periodical Foreign Affairs. They are 
exceptionally valuable for understanding our 
policy toward Russia and Communism, but they are not 
integral part these lectures. 


this important, disturbing and dangerous 
book. important because the author has held 
influential position the State Department and, al- 
though writes private citizen, his views doubt 
reflect the thinking considerable, not major, seg- 
ment our diplomatic service. also important be- 
cause Kennan has made brilliant study our diplo- 
matic history and regarding our official policies gives 
new insights which, though they may disputed, ap- 
pear accurate and valid. Moreover, they are pre- 
sented lucid and facile style which the average 
American citizen can understand. 
analysis lies the inestimable value this book. 


But the book disturbing and dangerous the conclu- 
sions which Kennan draws from his historical analysis. 
sees correctly that democracies operate under heavy 
handicaps diplomatic relations with totalitarian gov- 
ernments, that the United States has often advocated 
lofty moral and legal principles which has proceeded 
nullify failing back them with adequate force. 
From these observations infers that the moral-legal- 
istic approach diplomatic action unwise, that the 
correct policy face reality pursuing our own 
national interests. Thus writes: cannot resist the 
thought that were able lay upon ourselves this 
sort restraint and if, addition, were able re- 
frain from censtant attempts moral appraisal—if, 
other words, instead making ourselves slaves inter- 
national law and morality, would confine these con- 
cepts the unobtrusive, almost feminine, function 
the gentle civilizer national self-interest which they 
find their true value—if were able these things 
our dealings with the peoples the East, then, 
think, posterity might look back upon our efforts with 
fewer and less troubled questions” (p. 53). What 
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proposes here for our Oriental policy, also endorses 
general (p. 100). pursues the matter further 
stating that this policy “will mean that our own national 
interest all that are really capable knowing and 
understanding” (p. 103)—surely abject rejection 
ethical and legal principles. 


The conclusions which Kennan draws not follow 
from his premises. Because the United States frequent- 
has not been willing back its moral principles 
with force not reason for abandoning moral prin- 
ciples; reason for inculcating the necessity sanc- 
tioning moral principles with force. certainly 
not true that the demands for unconditional surrender 
and total victory World War were the logical 
result our moral and legal principles; they were 
rather the demands our military high command. 
Both these false conclusions are adequately refuted 
the writing Pius XII but Best Sellers hardly the 
place discuss these errors the detail necessary for 
complete refutation. 


One, therefore, must careful distinguish between 
Kennan’s study our diplomatic history and the prin- 
ciples diplomacy which concludes from his study. 
The former illuminating, the latter confusing and 


disappointing. 
Koenig, 
St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 
Mundelein, Illinois 


Taft, Robert Foreign Policy for Americans 
Doubleday. Nov. 15, 1951. 127p. $2.00. 

United States Senator Robert Taft Ohio, member 
the Senate since 1939, has written short, readable 
book the present foreign policy the United States. 
Since Senator Taft’s father, William Howard Taft, was 
the twenty-seventh President the United States, 
occasional quote from the jovial Big Bill inserted 
the text. 


The book analyzes the position President Truman 
relation the Korean mess, the establishment Inter- 
national Organization and the Russian menace. Five 
chapters eight the book are devoted Russia 
Europe, the Far East and home. 


Senator Taft traces the history our foreign policy 
from President Washington the United Nations. 
critical the United Nations, the administration’s 
effort combat communism world welfare and the 
tendency the United States Army waste man- 
power. 


One the most interesting chapters this work 
Chapter entitled “The Place the President and 
Congress Foreign Policy”. Here the State Depart- 
ment charged with adopting hostile attitude toward 
Congress. The President severely reprimanded for 
his intervention the Korean without telling 
Congress his intention. For this chapter Senator 
Taft cites history referring numerous acts open 
interference affairs other nations Presidents 
Theodore Roosevelt China and Panama, Wilson 
Vera Cruz and Franklin Roosevelt Iceland. 


Taft’s conclusion the case Korea “we had 
right send troops nation, with whom had 


172 Gibbings Saroyan 


treaty, defend against attack another nation, 
matter how unprincipled that aggression might be, 
unless the whole matter was submitted Congress and 
declaration war some other direct authority 


The question combating Communism handled 
Senator Taft seven point program. This program 
listed page praiseworthy and commendable. 
involves large air force, military aid 
nist nations, underground war infiltration Iron 
Curtain countries and continued economic aid coun- 
tries resisting communism from within. 


Since Communism’s fight not confined alone mili- 
tary might, the Senator from Ohio advocates intel- 
lectual war against the spread Communism. firm 
belief our form government, opposition bureau- 
cracy and socialism are but few the Senator’s sug- 
gestions. all the American belief free enter- 
prise and the war against communism must exploited 
the minds men. Liberty and knowledge are the 
assets happy people. 


This book refreshing story from the pen pros- 
pective presidential candidate. Students foreign 
affairs will profit perusal its contents. This 
receiver enjoyed and while noting its occasional one 
sidedness feels may read all without intellectual 
injury. 

Frank Brown, 

History Department, 

University Scranton 


Gibbings, Robert Sweet Cork Thee 
Dutton. Nov. 1951. 235p. $4.50. 

“Excuse me, Sir, but are you the famous author?” 
said elderly stranger, sitting bench (in one 
the numerous pubs Gibbings visited). tell 
you’ve journeyed the universe. Were you ever 
Clonakilty?” 


“Clonakilty—God help us!” exclaimed Paddy, “One 
teapot the town, and that without spout!” 


But Paddy doesn’t interest our author nearly much 
the elderly gentleman, and finds considerably 
more Clonakilty than teapot. Indeed everywhere 
County Cork, Ireland, discovers such variety 
interesting people and objects that it’s wonder, now, 
how did it. course they’re there, but takes 
artist’s eye, and poet’s ear get them paper. Not 
page goes but the reader isn’t charmed instruct- 
one way another. For here, Robert Giddings, 
world- traveler without peer, back his own native 
lend, County Cork, where lad grew the 
town Kinsale. Strange say, for one Irish, 
was the son minister, what denomination does 
not specify. Here boy took his first art lessons, 
which must have been good ones, for the woodcuts 
this book, and there must hundred them, are 
little jewels clarity and distinction. They are like 
his writing—brief, clean cut, sharp, with story 
touch humor them. Two things catch his atten- 
tion; nature, for knows and can draw anything from 
snail mountain scene; and people’s character, the 
soft turns Irish speech, curious twists the ways 


Best 


thinking, and above all the stories behind everyone, the 
strange, wonderful, humorous, ghostly. There in- 
deed different incident, picture, description 
every page, all which keeps the reader moving along 
unconscious the time spent pages covered. Here 
Ireland, part her, her beauty, her humor, her 
character, book incomparable skill. 


I’m not sure has her How could he, even 
did grow One misses her religion. Here 
and there church seen from the outside, pious old 
lady, going four miles mass, the remains sixth 
century oratories, enters the story. But Gibbings doesn’t 
understand this, least doesn’t enter into it. 
full love, understanding, and learning for his subject, 
and this lack due only accident birth. But 
lack. One thinks, only had the faith add 
all this, what writer would be. But that aside, 
this travelog good any have read, and better 


than most. 
Dom Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Saroyan, William Tracy’s Tiger 


Doubleday. Nov. 1951. 137p. $2.50. 

“This the story”, says author Saroyan the very last 
sentence the book, “of Thomas Tracy, Laura Luthy, 
and the tiger, which love”. Therefore deem this 
book mere fable, tale about animal that speaks 
like human being, would set Saroyan back twenty 
years. Rather, the manner allegory parable, 
offers symbols for recognition 
Tracy remarkable young man who walks about the 
streets New York with real, some- 
times imaginary—at his side. The tigers, different 
occasions, are clearly symbolic love—and perhaps 
possibly ambition purpose re- 
solve. the tiger him that makes Tracy, humble 
sack-slinger Seyfang’s coffee-importing firm, right 
the boss and ask for job coffee-taster, job 
wants, and can do, and would happy the 
tiger him that keeps Tracy faithful Laura until 
kiss that undeniably should have been bestowed upon 
her finds its unaccountable way her mother Viola. 
another occasion, Tracy standing the steps 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral when all sudden real tiger 
(that is, black panther escaped from the circus) comes 
and stands him. The startled populace and the con- 
ventional police can’t permit Tracy stand there 
cooly. couple armored cars and dozen cops 
Tracy and shoot the tiger the leg and 
runs away; and there cessation all crime while 
loose the city. Meantime, Tracy taken into 
tody and examined Dr. Pingitzer, psychiatrist, 
wonderful old man seventy-two whose five children 
are all psychiatrists and who hates psychiatry but loves 
people. The interview, quite the best episode the 
book, whimsical one—to say the least. Tracy begins 
questioning Dr. Pingitzer and then quotes William 
Blake’s poem him. Thus the good doctor declares 
him sane, because Tracy himself and has integrity. 
With this conclusion Police Captain Earl Huzinga 
agrees. Not another psychiatrist, Dr. Scatter. 
re-examines Tracy, declares him insane, and has him 
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clapped Bellevue for observation. And there Tracy 
finds Laura, who hardly remembers him and in- 
credible when Tracy tells her that she beautiful and 
that still loves her. brings her back from death. 
Further, Tracy loves all the mental ward inmates 
Bellevue, for thinks that all that the matter with 
them that they are not loved. time they laugh 
and sing and play games and are happy, and the hos- 
pital psychiatric staff are very much upset because they 
are not behaving they are supposed to. Tracy’s 
rescue then comes Captain Huzinga, who must find the 
missing tiger relieve New Yorkers their anxiety 
and keep the police from being the proverbial “laugh- 
ing stock”. All ends well when Tracy and Laura and 
the tiger are reunited, outside Bellevue’s bars. Saro- 
yan then writing point lesson—that love, moral 
integrity, high resolve will restore the world sanity? 
so, Saroyan’s allegory diffuse. not clear all 
its implications. Nevertheless, the book amusing 
story itself, and every reader may have his own turn 
finding its significance. 


Larry Bose, 
Brooklyn, New York 


* * * 


Roberts, Mary Carter The Abbot Sisters 
Doubleday. Nov. 1951. 370p. $3.50. 


The history the Abbot Sisters from 1905, when the 
four who lived home moved new house 
middle Western City, 1946, when the last them 
died, chronicle decline. Maida, the eldest, lived 
only support the family and preserve the house. 
true-born spinster, and school-teacher, she struggled 
with understanding and without complaint until, super- 
annuated, retired, and maliciously circumvented 
younger sister Lily, she died with her life work seem- 
ingly repudiated. Lily, who outlasted all, makes each 
sister turn slave, until last she achieved the 
fruition her Death-Love becoming totally disabled 
and really entitled waited hand and foot. 
Bess, the gay one, married useless quasi-musician. 
After years penury away from the sisters, and most 
the time deserted her slightly insane husband, Bess 
returned with him the old home, die victim 
Lily’s selfish demands. Cissy, the child even old 
age, lived most sheltered life, regarded the others 
sweet incompetent, dreaming her frail and false 
little dreams, and fell too under Lily’s tyranny. 


Designedly placid, study growing into age and 
disintegration, The Sisters also somewhat dull. 
Its old wives’ tale does not carry the internal conviction 
some its predecessors this sort work. While 
occasionally much space given other characters 
than the sisters, none the minor people exerts any 
interest all, and the one “outsider” who well done 
Bess’s husband, Fred Andrews, who important, 
foil, any the sisters. 


Stylistically this first novel quite competent, with here 
and there appearing sentences, only few hundreds 
pages, true, that might have been dictated 
the aged Sinclair Lewis. These observations jar they 
are out keeping with the pervading tone the book, 
the underlying irony which not all akin the 
broad burlesque Lewis. 


Roberts Canby Garnett 
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Acute its observation the motives and the develop- 
ment these particular women, the novel fails 
attempted philosophical generalization. For the avowed 
purpose show that there meaning human 
existence, that only subjectively imposed (and delusive) 
patterns are stamped phenomena. This basic fallacy 
and fairly small number fragments obscenity 
require that the reading restricted the mature. 
These readers will find novel much better writing 
quality than the average. However, the book appears 
terest, prospective readers can almost certainly find 
something better occupy their time. 


Doris Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Canby, Henry Seidel Turn West, Turn East 
Houghton, Mifflin. 1951. 318p. $3.50. 


Benjamin Franklin’s life, his English editor told him, 
was “worth all Plutarch’s Lives put together”, for its 
practicality and its relation American circumstances. 
Mr. Canby studies Mark Twain and Henry James 
two representative Americans worthy Plutarch. Their 
parallel lives reflect, the author feels, “the great forma- 
tive century the present Republic, the nineteenth”. 
Hence, although modestly disclaiming Plutarch’s task, 
“too great this overgrown century for one man 
one book”, Mr. Canby examines with happy relevance 
these two great men products “the same moral 
climate” and “the same stream pioneer American 
history”. Both men, tells us, “will live literature 
best describing what each called American innocence 
for increasingly curious world”. 


The author explores the phenomenon contempor- 
aneous “West-turning Americans” and “East-turning 
Americans” alternating chapters Mark Twain 
and James, paralleling their writing careers. Under 
this treatment fresh paradoxes arise. Mr. Canby (in 
bold critical heresy which will not unnoted) prefers 
the West-turning humorist greater master lan- 
guage than James. His thesis that Twain, long the 
“vivid boy” and equally neurotic genius,” wrote 
least two masterpieces imperishable literary value. 
for Henry James: “No one his books has the sur- 
vival value, and itself, the great masters life 
representative portraits”. What did achieve was 
cult subtle, sympathetic, and 
unrelenting”. 


Turn West, Turn East informal and, for all its 
balanced structure, rambling affair. The author 
occasion pedantic and stuffy, and frequently awkward 
the structure his sentences and paragraphs. Yet 
his book engaging and shrewd its observations, all 
the level good table talk. 


Riley Hughes, 
Washington 
Dutton. 328p. $3.75. 


The strange life, enigmatic personality, and spasmodic 
literary career Lawrence Arabia offer challenge 
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any editor seeking imprison the man’s wide ac- 
complishments and unpredictable genius one small 
volume. The literary legacy itself sufficient mace- 
doine: Crusader Castles, book developed from thesis 
Oxford that studies the influence Byzantine archi- 
tecture the castles western Europe; diary; Seven 
Pillars Wisdom and The Wilderness Zin; articles 
the Arab Bulletin, which helped found, and other 
periodicals; book reviews, some unpublished; transla- 
tions, most important which his version the 
Odyssey; account his life the RAF, called The 
Mint; manuscript notes entitled Leaves the Wind, 
apparently intended addition The Mint; 
technical manual seaplane tenders; and large num- 
ber letters that were partially published after his 
death and constitute some his most enjoyable writing. 
David Garnet succeeds representing every item 
the medley and yet the same time providing book 
reasonably good continuity and remarkable interest. 
does careful selection and chronological in- 
termingling the items that the scraps are made 
relate sort autobiography. Lawrence thereby re- 
vealed his several careers: traveler, archaeologist, 
soldier, diplomat, and writer. Annotations occasionally 
aid the coherence, but for the most part Lawrence 
speaks for himself. 

The opening “Patchwork Portrait” reminiscences 
from the memorial volume Lawrence His 
Friends. Part then devoted his work archae- 
ology, from boyhood Wales mature study 
Syria, Egypt, and Sinai. this field alone Lawrence 
could have won permanent distinction: but was 
man restless interest, and the first World War offered 
opportunity use his knowledge the Middle East 
the allied cause. These activities constitute Part II, 
“War and Diplomacy”, which draws heavily Seven 
Pillars Wisdom. The story how coordinated 
the scattered tribes Arabia under Feisal accomplish 
the downfall the Turks familiar, but the inter- 
spersed letters and notes provide many new insights into 
his strategy and ideals. Especially one sees the basis 
Lawrence’s post-war embitterment over the diplomatic 
failure make good promises had given the 
Arabs good faith. The third and concluding part 
concerns Lawrence’s service the RAF and Royal 
Tank Corps, whither fled under alias indulge 
his strange asceticism and try recapture the normal 
life that felt publicity had denied him. Yet para- 
doxicaly devoted these years largely The Mint, 
which considered his only worthy bid for literary 
feme and which castigates military life for its 
invasion privacy and destruction the individual. 
Despite the shrewdness his literary 
where, Lawrence wrong his estimate The Mint, 
which here comes the public for the first 
mannered style, often staccato and stream-of- 
consciousness quality, effort make the crudi- 
ties and promiscuity barrack life real; one does catch 
Lawrence’s sense squalor and revulsion, but rather 
from the shock content than the artistry presenta- 
tion. Neither the Steinbeck manner nor description 
latrine was natural man who knew the classics 
well and avoided smoking, drinking, women, and scatol- 
ogy. Garnett apparently felt compelled sample these 
notes service life for rounded picture, especially 
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since the letters show Lawrence’s high esteem for them, 
but they are judiciously kept inconspicuous mini- 
mum. Though Lawrence finally disavowed the ornate- 
ness Seven Pillars, most readers will continue value 
his major work. What the present book adds 
the Lawrence have known the best interpretation 
thus far available his very complex, talented, and 
interesting personality. The reading public intended 
served, course, adult. 


Grauel, 
John University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Bonn, John Gates Dannemora 
Doubleday. Nov. 1951. 276p. $3.00. 


Gates Dannemora the story Father Ambrose 
Hyland, Catholic Chaplain Dannemora and founder 
the Good Thief Foundation. covers detail the 
years labor this man, explicitly the 
noble effort Father Hyland obtain chapel for the 
hopeless human derelicts who were his parishioners. 


course—give intriguing glimpse into the shadowy 
depths prison life. Some the events seek corner 
the mind and cannot ejected. For example, the 
casual attitude the prisoners involved 
the-wall murder will shock the reader much 
did Father Hyland who witnessed it. 


The author the book former professor Classics 
Boston College who has also written several books 
poetry well other prose. would take 
author with the depth perception John Bonn 
able capture the prison atmosphere that inevitably 
leaves its pallor those who live it. 


The book recommended for general reading and most 
certainly will make St. Dismas better known and 
understood saint. 


Stephen Malaker, 
Blakely, Pennsylvania 


Day, Donald, ed. 

Franklin Roosevelt’s Own Story 
Little, Brown. Oct. 29, 1951. 461p. $4.00. 
Donald Day has made effort tell Franklin 
Roosevelt’s story examining that former President’s 
private and public papers, and presenting lengthy 
quotations from many them. editor, Mr. Day has 
done little more than connect the quotations, but 
evident from these connecting statements that Roose- 
velt’s papers received the attention sympathetic edi- 
tor. The quotations place the former president very 
favorable light; book this type the voice the 
opposition naturally not heard. Hence, the volume 
not history the Roosevelt era; rather the 
point view from August 1910 until April 


Those who are altogether loyal the memory Mr. 
Roosevelt will find this book very valuable, because 
contains such generous amount carefully selected 
material. find here many statements that help 


explain Roosevelt’s domestic and foreign policies. Some 
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the statements may course questioned. For 
example, note that June 16, 1933 Mr. Roosevelt 
predicted: “History probably will record the National 
Industrial Recovery Act the most important and far- 
reaching legislation ever enacted the American Con- 
gress” (p. 178). Despite this prediction, the legislation, 
recall, was later declared unconstitutional the 
Supreme Court; practically regrets were expressed 
either capital labor when the decision was made 
known. note, too, Roosevelt’s statements Feb- 
ruary 10, 1940, relative Russia: Soviet Union 
... run dictatorship absolute any other 
dictatorship the world” (p. 328). Nevertheless, 
Teheran, December 1943, according Elliott Roose- 
velt, his book, Saw It, Mr. Roosevelt found 
Stalin “impressive” and nodded “emphatic affirma- 
tive’ when Elliott inquired whether not his 
father “liked” Stalin. 


find plainly stated this volume that the third 
point the Atlantic Charter August 14, 1941 affirm- 
“the right all people choose the form govern- 
ment under which they will Later, Yalta, 
February 1945 Roosevelt, together with the other two 
main approvers (Stalin and Churchill) the Atlantic 
Charter, scrapped this measure completely, and placed 
the Poles under the tyranny Moscow, and for 
practical purposes, handed over the Chinese Man- 
churia the same master. July 20, 1944, just 
mention one more important issue, find Mr. Roose- 
velt demanding the unconditional surrender the 
Japanese, well that the Germans. There seems 
general agreement now that such attitude 
simply prolonged the war, and accomplished nothing 
constructive. 


one reads this book, one finds much 
unfortunate that one also encounters brave words, 
which were not always matched corresponding ac- 
tions. Had they been matched, the place Franklin 
Roosevelt might much more secure American 
history than seems present. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


* * 


Berto, Giuseppe The Brigand 
New Directions. Nov. 26, 1951. 224p. $2.75. 

The Brigand the story Michele Rende, ex- 
soldier who returns from World War one day the 
remote mountain village Grupa, Italy. series 
incidents which begin immediately after his arrival, 
Rende finds himself accused the murder one 
the prominent landowners the village, and, spite 
his protestations innocence, sentenced thir- 
teen years prison. one believes him save thir- 
teen year old boy, Nino Saraglio, who has come under 
the influence Rende. Nino, incidentally, through 
whose eyes and mind the tale unfolds. 


About eighteen months later, after the war has ended, 
Rende returns and wins some measure confidence 
from the villagers showing them his signed pardon 
and some citations for bravery the war. avows 
his intention settling down, and leases land from 
Nino’s father. Together and the boy begin working 
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it. Meanwhile Michele imparts Nino some his 
ideas. voices his hatred injustice. rails against 
the oppression the poor the rich landowners. 
particularly incensed the absentee landlords whose 
ends lie uncultivated while the poor remain idle and 
watch their children starve before their eyes. Rende 
then begins talk and arouse the poor. Several acts 
violence against rich landowners are climaxed the 
decision group the very poor seize the idle 
lands, camp their with their few possessions, and raise 
food for themselves and their families. The police are 
powerless move the people out, but they can and 
arrest Rende. His pardon forged, they 
taken prison serve out his sentence. Without their 
leader, the unlawful settlers are dispersed and fall back 
into idleness and hunger. 


Rende escapes from prison again, and with this second 
escape places himself outside the law. new 
full-fledged brigand. takes refuge the mountains, 
and there that Miliella, Nino’s sister, goes him. 
Weeks later they are united marriage midnight 
ceremony. But then Miliella accidentally killed, and 
cold fury mounts Michele this turn his affairs. 
sets out deliberately kill everyone who has any 
way committed act injustice against himself 
against the poor the village. Eventually, him- 
self slain the police. 


That this story parallels that the Sicilian “Robin 
Hood”, the bandit Giuliano, fairly obvious through- 
out. But whatever sympathy one might ordinarily feel 
for man whose original intention ameliorate the 
conditions the poor quite lost view Michele’s 
subsequent lawlessness. The attempt take justice 
into his own hands neither condemned nor condoned 
the author. result, the reader finds impos- 
sible perceive Rende’s own justification. This fur- 
ther complicated the fact that the boy Nino does not 
fuly understand—though does seem times pre- 
and overly mature—the motivation the char- 
acters involved. The total result that Michele fails 
come life, and though seems hero Nino 
does not create that impression the 
larly, Miliella always shadowy figure. This novel 
is, all told, one that will provide rather mediocre read- 
ing fer anyone who cares pick up. 


Rose Belvedere, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Owens, Lorena Daddy Was 
Dutton. Nov. $2.75. 

Doc practiced medicine among the Tennessee town and 
hill patients but his own fashion, i.e., passed out 
advice turkey-shoots and his home whenever 
could torn away from the screeching old radio that 
brought the ball scores. Doc was poor bill collector 
and Mama, his wife, was scarcely better one especially 
when she tried collect their one ham 
Peavey tribe who named their children after flowers, 
including their only son, Sweet William Peavey. Mama 
always wanted bring order and convention into 
life but was foiled much her own nature his 
intransigence. Then there was Ma, Doc’s mother, who 
was talkative hypochondriac, alwavs 
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about her ten children and her ten hounddogs. There 
were Rags, the terrier, who couldn’t resist tin can and 
Andy, the groundhog whose hair was washed off the 
same lysol solution which deodorized him and Sammy, 
the boy who stole Mama’s tools and sold them back 
her. There are host other characters all whom 
contribute the haphazard but humorous experiences 
the Peters family. the whole the book suitable 
for all classes readers. 


* 


Gardiner, Harold, S.J., ed. 

Fifty Years the American Novel 
Scribner’s. Nov. 12, 1951. 304p. $3.00. 
Fr. Gardiner has, bringing together (in expanded 
form) series articles that originally appeared 
put still further his debt those the 
book world who have long used and passed others 
his Tenets for Readers and Reviewers. One the 
ticipants recent American Scholar forum mod- 
ern criticism remarked that was longer possible 
object that literary criticism cannot well done the 
Catholic, only for the reason that great deal the 
best criticism, least America and England, was 
appearing Catholic periodicals and was the work 
Catholic writers. This sampling criticism one 
literary genre goes far demonstrate that Catholic 
critical writing indeed being well done. 


Sixty years and more ago, the English novelist and 
critic, Arthur Machen, Hieroglyphics, gave one the 
reasons that—technical ability and literary knowledge 
being present—does much guarantee validity for 
Catholic criticism: judge the stature work 
art, says effect, necessary above all apply 
the yardstick the doctrines the Catholic 
Church; not, course, that the critic must Cath- 
olic, nor that believe all the truths which the 
Church teaches God; but that believe the 
basic Catholic concepts sin and gocdness, and the 
between them that makes possible good art, 
whatever genre. 

Fr. Gardiner, very helpful introductory essay, says 
this somewhat different way: the Catholic critic has 
always before his eyes vision wholeness—of man, 
the world, life, and the God-man relationship; 
and seeks for the integrity the artifact terms 
this wholeness. Again, the Catholic critic better 
aituned the perception the tragic, which the 
bottom all great literature—this because sees that, 
basically, the classic “tragic flaw” Original Sin, and 
all men. Always, course, the necessity com- 
petence the critic taken for granted, and amount 
religiosity spirituality, however deep, will 
for knowledge literature and the writing craft. 
The American novelists treated this book (in essays 
perhaps unequal value, will always the case 
with co-operative work) are: Edith Wharton, Theo- 
dore Dreiser, Ellen Glasgow, Willa Cather, Sinclair 
Lewis, Marquand, Scott Fitzgerald, Dos Passos, 
Faulkner, Hemingway, Wolfe, Steinbeck, James Far- 
rell, the “War Novelists”, and Robert Penn Warren. 
series biographical notes the contributors ap- 
pended, and alphabetical listing the novels 


treated. 


Gardiner Ploscowe 
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Perhaps worthy special mention are the articles 
Edith Wharton, Ellen Glasgow, John Dos Passos, 
Thomas Wolfe, and John Steinbeck—but all are help- 
ful, and the book can certainly unreservedly recom- 
mended all groups readers, though probably 
that younger readers will lack the experiential back- 
ground essential full enjoyment. 


Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


* * * 


Ploscowe, Morris Sex and the Law 
Prentice-Hall. Oct. 1951. 310p. $3.95. 

Through this beok Judge Morris Ploscowe the New 
York bench and bar, whose work lately author 
the Kefauver Committee Crime Report has been largely 
overlooked, garners further prestige. The title true 
index the subject matter though treatment not 
flamboyant the title might indicate. There are ten 
chapters almost equal length. The four devoted 
domestic relations cover marriage, annulment, divorce 
and illegitimacy; the area criminal iaw the topics 
are fornication, adultery, indecent exposure, 
homosexuality, sodomy and crimes against nature. Al- 
though difficult matter write competently 
such delicate subjects book intended for public 
consumption without transgressing good taste the 
one hand without losing the reader technical legal 
the author does most fluently 


dealing with the criminological aspects sex devia- 
tion, goes great length expound his theories 
criminal conduct, developing distinction between psy- 
chotic activities, and using this dis- 
tinction basis for treatments without, the same 
time, congesting the asylums and other mental institu- 
tions. this matter the author exploring uncertain 
ground. loses much the objectivity treatment 
which marked his earlier chapters. 

“Marriage”, says the author, “is the answer which our 
society has worked out satisfy the sex drives men 
and women”. recognizes that marriage something 
more than creation society when, the next page, 
writes, “It also institution for the procreation, 
care, nurture, and education children”. This cate- 
gorical statement, followed the qualification, indi- 
cates degree the author’s confusion the true 
nature marriage. his effort define the true 
nature marriage very carefully points out the 
many reasons why marriage not merely civil con- 
further explains, most the cases 
which the matter considered, that “the state 
interested party” every marriage With this 
statement one can find But the summary 
the end the chapter wherein outlines his pro- 
posals for stabilizing marriage under the writes, 
“In connection with the formulation modern code 
marriage law, the public will have decide 
what best for the state and for the individuals in- 
volved”. would seem that here the judge making 
the state party the contract marriage itself, not 
simply interested it. 
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Divorce treated such manner bring forth 
cogently the confusion, many times multiplied, that 
exists this field the law. The author clearly points 
out the complex difficulties facing anyone intent re- 
forming the divorce laws this nation. outlines 
the sugested reforms and obstacles that stand their 
way, namely, federal jurisdiction requiring constitu- 
tional amendment, uniform state divorce statute that 
would require uniform interpretation the courts, 
the recognition any and all divorces wherever and 
whenever whomsoever granted. The author sug- 
gests the cure demands reorientation outlook the 
nature marriage, the use social sciences and scien- 
tists the treatment ailing marriages, and unitary 
approach all family problems creating single 
court with adequate power and broad jurisdiction 
handle all problems arising the field domestic rela- 
tions. would make divorce last resort. 


these matters arising out the marriage relation- 
ship, immediately evident that the author misses 
the sacramental nature marriage. seems reluc- 
tant refer marriage problems the civil authorities, 
but has other alternative. His attitude typical 
many jurists today, and results the same con- 
fusion which seeks dispel. recognizes the 
confusion, pleads for reforms, but hard pressed 
locate and identify the bed rock truth upon which 
solid reform can based. 

general, the author has presented good survey 
modern conditions but his conclusions proper 
methods reform falls short acceptable Chris- 
tian solution. work, however, should profitable 


adults. 
Richard Blanchard, 
Silver Springs, Maryland 


Tashlin, Frank The World That Isn’t 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 20, 1951. 86p. $2.00. 


writer-director Hollywood, Mr. Tashlin also 
artist (or cartoonist) with some satirically sane ideas 
about the follies and down-right foolishness homo- 
not-so-sapiens. sketches here few glimpses what 
look like few the more sapient. imagines 
brave-new world seen the first two-only people 
it, world already equipped with television, benze- 
drine-barbitol, juke box, alarm clock, clinical couches, 
canopeners, and megalopolises. The two multi- 
ply rapidly into more and more people, who through 
primitive-passion period, ice-cube age, discover 
communications and phone-booth art and jalopies; they 
worship such gods their own invention coca-cola, 
supersex, mink-coats, money and themselves. Although 
Child born who speaks much sense when grows 
older, few people understand His message. Most 
them, large percentage least miss His points. 
When the modern age brings the twin bombs, and 
man begins think seriously for the first time; when 
finally makes his mind, lot changes are made. 
All weapons are tossed into the bomb-blast crater; the 
money swept out Fort Knox make way for stor- 
ing seeds; boundaries and iron curtains are rolled up, 
skyscrapers torn down make parks and groves; and 
only dithering are unable adapt them- 
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bit too-optimistic; and certainly bit too-highpriced. 
But Mr. Tashlin makes his pen-points shrewdly; he’s 
funny well philosophical. 


Richard Grady, 


University Scranton 


Learsi, Rufus 
Fulfillment: The Epic Story Zionism 
World Publishing Co. Oct. 31, 1951. 409p. $5.00. 


the nineteenth century increasing number 
Jews began give serious thought the practical possi- 
bilities realizing Jewish national homeland Pales- 
tine. They enlisted the work many Christian sympa- 
thizers, and the Zionist movement, although encount- 
ered serious obstacles and sharp opposition even among 
the ranks the Jews themselves, flourished and spread 
amazing rate down through the years the twen- 
tieth century. Those who survived the long years 
struggle reaped their reward with the proclamation 


the State Israel May 14, 1948. 


Such the outline Rufus Learsi’s story his 
ment: The Epic Story Zionism. outline filled 
with great wealth detail. Mr. Learsi tells 
the early work Emma Lazarus, the Christian Zion- 
ist Wiliam Blackstone who 1891 secured the sup- 
port Pierpont Morgan, John Rockefeller, Sr., 
Cyrus Field and other leaders American business; 
learn Theodor Herzl and his Judenstaat and 
the First World Zionist Congress 1897. are en- 
abled follow the history the movement its ap- 
parent success the Balfour Declaration 1917 and 
then witness the disappointment the twenties and 
the clashes and controversies the Holy Land the 
thirties. the final section his volume Mr. Learsi 
presents account the impact the Second World 
War Palestine and then describes the birth pangs 
Israel the post-war period. 


Fulfillment: The Epic Story Zionism is, the author 
confesses his Foreword, and his title implies, 
partisan guide. The reader might well compare 
with non-Zionist accounts (Frank Sakhran’s The 
Palestine Dilemma Professor Miller Burrow’s Palestine 
Our Business, for example). Although written with 
passion rather than objectivity, Mr. Learsi’s volume 
worthwhile statement the Zionist view and con- 
venient, clearly-written, factual history the move- 
ment. 

Richard Grigg, 

King’s Colege, 

Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 


* = 


Leigh, Michael Rogue Errant 


Crowell. Oct. 1951. 274p. $3.00. 

the early days Restoration England when Charles 
was roistering Whitehall, young rakehelly, named 
Garrett O’Cahan, wined, wenched and 
patrimony away Dublin, making enemy, 
did so, one St. Mars, mysterious English gentleman 
whose light love has stolen and whose arm 
has crippled with pistol ball. St. Mars attempts 
provoke O’Cahan into duel and O’Cahan attempts 
flee France. the process his mur- 


dered, O’Cahan robs coach and carried England 
smugglers. England finds the troopers his 
heels but upon appeal the name the Long Man 
(unknown chief the smugglers), aided local 
baronet whose niece promises meet and escort 
Plymouth. 


the journey Garry meets the beautiful, vulgar- 
mouthed termagant, Lady Jane, saves her from attack, 
aids the smugglers again and encounters Deering, the 
King’s agent. escorts Jane her relatives Fal- 
mornan who prove roisterous crew. There, 
Jane’s defense, duels and kills Bellamy, relative 
St. Mars. Taking Jane flees and, running short 
funds, stops and robs coach. scene drunken 
lewdness Jane alibis him but Garry trapped and 
taken next morning Deering. St. Mars appears 
the scene and taunts O’Cahan. escape 
achieved the smugglers and rides for swamp 
hideout with Toby Faggus, highwayman, only 
turned troopers. the way Garry suddenly de- 
cides that St. Mars the Long Man and returns 
Deering bargain his freedom for proof. There 
makes deal with Deering and the latter’s superior 
Hawksley expose St. Mars. Their plan successful, 
proof obtained, Jane rescued from St. Mars’ 
and Garry absolved from all his crimes save the coach 
robbing. marries Jane and they are about start 
for Virginia when Hawksley forces another bargain 
upon him. Find the French equivalent the English 
Long Man exchange for freedom and Virginia estates. 
furtherance his plan Garry steals away from Jane, 
whom leaves drugged aboard the ship sailing for 
Virginia with the tide, makes friends with St. Mars and 
aids him escape after naming rendezvous France. 
then escapes from jail knocking Hawksley un- 
conscious and France and other adventure the 


book ends. 


fast paced adventure story this with more than bit 
contemporary argot and dash romance. From 
its ending seems there sequel. Its objection- 
able features include duelling, great deal vulgar 
sexual slang and one lewd bedroom scene. the 
whole the book suitable for adult readers. 


O’Brien, Kate Teresa Avila 
Sheed Ward. Oct. 96p. $2.00. 

examine Teresa, not the rules canonization, but 
for what she was—saint not—a woman genius.” 
With this her goal, Kate O’Brien sets out show 
portrait Teresa the woman and the genius whom 
she says her final pages, “The charm lives with the 
sanctity, the wit with the vision, the human simplicity 
with the ineffable raptures.” 


write another life Teresa after the masterpieces 
Bruno, Peers and Walsh would have been dis- 
concerting undertaking. then Kate O’Brien has 
limited her treatment one phase the life the 
saint Avila. She who created Caroline (Without 
Cloak), Helen Archer (Land Spices), Mrs. Ker- 
nahan (Last and Ana Mendoza (For 
One Sweet Grape) well equipped draw for the 
portrait woman who “at fifty-two left Avila for 


O’Brien Edmonds 


Medina with everyone telling her she was mad”, who 
was “brilliant among the and who her 
humanity related us. 


There are four chapters the book; the last them 
and the longest, and Mary walking about to- 
gether” the most delightful and rewarding, for 
the point toward which the other three were making. 
Kate O’Brien first rather startles her thesis 
that the great reformer Carmel had many points 
common with her enemy, Martin Luther. Like him, 
like the man who formulated his doctrine grace 
the year 1515 (the year her birth) and died 1546 
while Teresa was more than sick, unhappy, tor- 
mented, unimportant Teresa Cepeda Ahu- 
mada was “passionate, fearless and self-assured”. She 
could easily have cried out when she founded her first 
convent the Primitive Rule Luther’s own words, 
stehe ich; ich kann nicht anders’.” Kate O’Brien 
startles until realize that the very boldness her 
comparison but emphasizes the outstanding character- 
istic this great lover who would brook interference 
her service “His Majesty”. But she would reform 
hearkening back re-acquire root relationships not 
forward their dismissal and disregard did Luther. 
this lies the essence her genius. This ability 
“see” God coupled with her struggle interpret that 
recorded language honest, natural and 
points out “way perfection” living and lived. 


The book illustrated beautifully with reproductions 
engravings and paintings St. Teresa and with 
drawings Avila. From the first page would seem 
that this one series personal portraits edited 
Patric Dickinson and Sheila the others 
are well written this one, and have their sub- 
jects people alive Teresa Avila, then the series 
should bring intimate portraits which truly dignify 
the dust which man. This one certainly brings 
the vision God through the eyes this woman who 
with humor, irony and common sense loved every man 
Him and through Him. 


Sister Mary William, 
Department English, 

The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul Minnesota 


Edmonds, Walter 
They Fought With What They Had 
Little, Brown. Nov. 531p. $5.00. 


Walter Edmonds, author Drums 
Mohawk, painstakingly delineates his latest book 
They Fought With What They Had the individual 
achievements and the grim collective failures our 
antiquated planes piloted the inexperienced and 
poorly trained youth who were first sent the defense 
the Philippines and the Pacific Islands. 


The harrowing days December were days 
constant confusion, characterized 
ance contradictory orders and the breakdown all 
communication due frequent change personnel 
the top command. They were days frustration and 
despair heightened the needless dearth sufficient 
planes, spare parts, dispersal area, simple radar equip- 
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ment and antiaircraft defense. They were days 
petty jealousies and crying stupidities, all which are 
brought again into poignant focus Edmonds’ vivid 
and heartbreaking story. This story reality diary, 
documented not only the official reports the Air 
Force but also more than 160 interviews with the 
men and pilots, many whom were forced stand 
complete helplessness their heavy bombers were 
destroyed like sitting ducks Clark, Nichols and 
Nielson airfields. 

The author claims this book meant glorious 
chapter our history” (p. xvii). Perhaps, one may 
lay all the blame Washington and those who deter- 
mine policy the field, the author’s statement true, 
yet despite all the obvious failures, poor planning and 
false intelligence, They Fought With What They Had 
recalls thrilling episode and heroic moment the 
history the Army Air Force. For once again Colin 
Kelly, Buss Wagner, Grant Mahoney, O’Donnell, 
Combs and Sprague ride the skyways all kinds 
weather, dilapidated crates and win individual vic- 
tories, costly though they were, against Nippon Air 
Force completely underrated numbers and quality. 
While one may admit these exploits were costly and 
needless, their power morale factor was not in- 
significant the ultimate victory. 


The reviewer would have preferred that this story were 
told with less footnotes and far fewer pages. They 
Fought With What They Had should stand with all 
its grim details constant reminder this generation 
the need preparedness, for the want which 
only years ago America lost many her great 


youths. 
Arthur North, S.J., Ph.D., 
Dean, Loyola College Evening School 
and Graduate Division, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Arno, Peter Ladies and Gentlemen 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 10, 1951. $3.50. 


High time had collection Peter Arno’s He’s 
finally gone the way all pen-and-ink humorists and 
obliged with over two hundred personally selected 
drawings—most them from the New Yorker—bound 
ful-scale size and complete with introduction and 
chronological index good-looking book. the 
way, the index spoils the format. the are 
unwisely identified caption, and the print the 
smallest this reviewer has perused under reading glass 
since last wondered Linciln’s Gettysburg Address 
engraved toto the head pin. There’s 
doubt the book were better had had indecectomy 
before publication. spite that, provides 
hour’s worth entertainment—but not unmixed and 
not pure. For Peter Arno provides another instance 
that special problem morality art. There’s nothing 
wrong with his execution. applies his brush bold 
and forthright strokes. His figures and expressions are 
unmistakably clear. Some his people—the elderly 
clubman, the predatory male—cannot faulted 
character creations. But his substance, subject matter, 
and situation pose the difficulties. Arno’s Arno’s 
world; and man’s world, and devotes itself with 
almost one-track mindedness the battle the sexes, 


Arno Stix Ryan 


alternately laying siege and flagrantly attacking the 
personal inviolability, body and soul, the opposite 
sex. The point the humor involved often subtle 
and indirect, sometimes apparent, and generally 
elicited smooth and suave language fit for the politest 
ears not for the tenderest concepts. But the bawdy 
joke dressed for the society club and cafe any less 
ribald than its vulgar cousin the waterfront saloon? 
Ones can sometimes laugh innocently with Arno, but 
libidinal laughter awaits every next page. Each reader 
will decide for himself how laugh. sharp con- 
sciousness and/or conscience will detect dubiousness 
the rising chuckles. after all, what fun laughter 
like Consequently, this desk-piece book 
much-invoked audience—the discriminating adult. 


Joseph Belvedere, 
Department English 
University Scranton 


Slightly Underwritten 
Collection Cartoons about Insurance. Edited 
Thomas Stix and Thomas Stix, Jr. Simon Schuster. 
Oct. 12, 1951. 64p. $1.50. 
Whether you have nine life insurance policies your 
cat and none yourself, none the cat but nine 
yourself etcetera you will enjoy Slightly Under- 
written. For this collection cartoons about insur- 
ance pokes fun insurance buyers and sellers—lightly 
but deftly. Such fine line artists the pen and word 
Williams, Rea, Thurber, Neher, Ericsson, Decker, 
Hoff, Day and Day, spoof the fine print clauses such 
way prove delightfully that picture worth 
thousand laughs and sting duty makes insurance 
forever. 

James Gallagher, 

New York, New York 


Ryan, John The Brighter Vision 
McMullen. Nov. 1951. 249p. $2.75. 


The Brighter Vision first novel priest about the 
early career young priest. The Brighter Vision 
the ideal the priesthood with which Michael 
O’Brien leaves the seminary. Briefly recounted his 
ordination, first Mass and first 
pastor rather difficult old monsignor. Here runs 
into some the problems both and out the rec- 
tory which dim the brightness the vision. This epi- 
sode ends with full admission error and the death 
the monsignor. 

Michael now made the pastor Storm Center. Here 
encounters gossipy housekeeper who, once dis- 
charged, human hairshirt with her talk and gossip. 
meets the usual problems the parish priest and 
suffers the usual defeats together with the victories. 
His efforts get just wage for the workers his area 
are frustrated until collapsed building and the suicide 
the owner call attention the whole mess. The 
story concludes with Michael, five years ordained, suf- 
fering from angina, and still pursuing the brighter 
vision. 

novel, this simply series episodes finding 
their continuity the personality Michael. Yet 
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Michael never seems quite real. The reader knows 
that there brighter vision; but what that vision 
why lures anyone never quite explained. The 
author writes well. The ought find large 
audience among the agers. 


Rev. James Redding, 
Street, 
South Boston, Massachusetts 


Connolly, Myles 
Dan England and the Noonday Devil 


Bruce. Sept. 25, 1951. 143p. $2.50. 


All Myles Connolly’s fiction has been fantastic and 
gay and very real way spiritual and his latest novel 
continues the same vein. think some ways Dan 
England much better book than Mr. Blue. alle- 
gory more accurate, its hope more nostalgic, its fancy 
less schematic. still remains tale rather than 
novel but very good tale and one that should 
read during the Christmas season. 


Dan was fat self-indulgent man addicted wine and 
cigars, resentful work, diffusing his benevolence and 
wit and charm wonder words. wrote detec- 
tive stories maintain his frugal bachelor menage and 
lieu family surrounded himself with parasitical 
clients whom dispensed tall tales and Christian 
proverbs. had great way with sterile agnostics 
like Briggs; breathed humanity into them and left 
them helpless resist the supernatural graces that 
waited take possession their newly-found hearts. 
started revolutions many small soul and the 
small soul revolt got bigger all the time. And 
fought against nagging noonday evil sloth; 
almost drowned his own good will and legitimate 
pleasures. 

“W/hat mattered him most was not serenity suc- 
cess... the final destiny his immortal spirit, that was 
his consuming concern”. And knew, deep down 
his heart, that needed most all the gift pain. 
didn’t have inflict himself. Justus Archer, 
his friend and dependent, stole the plot Dan’s hoard- 
masterpiece. the crisis Dan’s life. sur- 
vives and triumphs, forgiving Justus and his for- 
giveness redeeming him man. And Dan’s forgive- 
ness frees himself too. sees the real truth about 
himself. prefer sit here the fire, fat and 
secure, comfortable among friends, and talk and 
drink had said when Father Pitka offered 
him chance for mission behind the iron 
curtain. had refused the assignment drunk with 
the dream great book. But now, the great book 
compromised, was free accept his mission. 
marches off his martyrdom, victor over the noonday 
devil. 

Mr. Connolly’s parable heroic and romantic, written 
with notable roll verbal drums and blast 
bugles. There more talk than narrative and more 
reportage than seems proper for short tale. But 
intrinsically valuable and heartily recommended 


all readers. 


Francis Connolly, 
Fern Street, 
New Rochelle, New York 


Ayd, Joseph Tomorrow’s Memories 
Dodd, Mead. Nov. 1951. 247p. $2.50. 


Tomorrow’s Memories Catholic Children’s Book 
Club selection for the older group girls. The selec- 
tion wise, not much because this piece great 
literature, that piece literature almost unique 
its field. not have many books written the 
teen-age level which deal fiction with the power and 
force the love God, for the girl boy high 
school. 


This the story Ruth Sterner, high school senior, 
who thinks that she may have vocation the reli- 
gious life, worries along without too much thought 
introspection the matter and then the end the 
book and her senior year decides that she really does 
have vocation the sisterhood—specifically the 
School Sisters Notre Dame, the community charge 
the high school where Ruth and her friends some- 
times study but just often discuss the weighty prob- 
lems life. the neighborhood are two boys’ schools, 
Calvert and Loyola. Dates for popular Ruth are plenty, 
and the football season with star players the backdrop 
for the action the story. 


Some spots the book are very well done, very strong 
their portrayal youth and its joys and problems. 
The best ones are those which the sports element are 
involved. This expected since the author 
man. But somewhat unexpectedly for the same reason 
his portrayal Ruth’s last night home surely and 
sympathetically done with minimum sentimentality 
that stands out strong and vividly alive. con- 
trast the confidential scenes between Ruth and Sister 
Elizabeth are flat and boring their endless recital 
what should matter for prospectus and not for 
story. 

The young Paul, Ruth’s brother, does not stay his 
place the youngest member the family, the child 
who should “seen and not heard”. Instead looms 
large the life Ruth, and point character 
drawing, Father Ayd has done with him beautiful 
piece work. The book heartily recommended. 
there good picture high school life, special 
dates ((like Jim Stevens), and family life flowing be- 
neath and through all the activities teen-age girl. 


Sister Mary William, 
Department English, 

The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul Minnesota 


Day, Helen Caldwell Color, Ebony 
Sheed Ward. Sept. 12, 1951. 182p. $2.25. 


episodic brief chapters this twenty-three-year-old 
Negro girl placidly details her experience-crammed life. 
Daughter quondam professor Negro colleges 
various denominations, her wandering childhood was 
spent many towns and religions her father’s 
teaching career required. insecurity, occasioned 
the divided allegiance resulting from her parents’ 
divorce, was increased innocently becoming the ob- 
ject small town gossip. Religious thought had been 
instilled into her God-fearing mother. This was 
clouded her father’s indifference, well her 
step-father’s defeatism and opposition 
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was finally rendered impotent the incongruities 
religious belief and practice seen around her, and 
the cynical rationalism her college religion teachers. 


The Cadet Nursing program brought Helen from Mem- 
phis and her sophomore year college Harlem 
Hospital. The loneliness her first year, informal dis- 
cussions with the other student nurses about religion, 
but more particularly the idealism inspired her 
work with the suffering made her realize three things: 
that there God, Christ His Son, and her life 
there was most acute need Him. simple con- 
versation with the hospital’s Catholic chaplain, while 
she was recuperating from tonsilectomy, led finally 
baptism. Her new faith did not save her from un- 
happy marriage, ending separation, but was 
strong support when she had leave training give 
birth her child. her son her mother, 
she again entered training. Then was that the ex- 
ample Dorothy Day and the Catholic Worker group 
activated her faith and inspired her imitation. 
Tuberculosis and nineteen months sanitarium, 
where she began write, put end her nursing 
career, but not the responsibility active faith. 
her return Memphis, saddened the “pru- 
dence” which produces segregated Catholic churches, 
she has successfully initiated inter-racial Catholic 
Action group which might help eventually make 
such prudence unnecessary. 


The bare outlines her story might seem dull but she 
brings life with wealth incidents that forcibly 
delineate Negro thought, life and hardships, free 
melodramatics and sensationalism. relates her two- 
fold conversion, the first the mind the faith, and 
the second her heart and life into active sym- 
pathetic member the Mystical Body Christ. Her 
very worthwhile book starts out show what like 
poor and Negro. the process cuts through 
the accidents and the false premises, and like finding 
island quiet sea turmoil, reaches the 
essential conclusion: “the Negro does have chance, 
equal all, reach the highest goal possible men: 
sanctity, and possess the greatest good all: God”. 


Peter Hogan, 
Epiphany Apostolic College, 
Newburg, New York 


Payne, Robert The Fathers the Western Church 
Viking. Oct. 29, 1951. 312p. $5.00. 

Those familiar with Robert Payne will perhaps 
surprised the present volume, for has abandoned 
his specialty—the menace Communism the Far 
East—to write about the Fathers the Western 
Church. But there reason why one who opposes 
Communism should write about these saintly scholars. 
The latter were key-figures “giving shape and dis- 
tinction western civilization” (p. 300), which the 
direct antithesis Communism. become familiar 
with the personality and writings these men will 
make more determined defend the precious heri- 
tage which they have bequeathed us. 


The Fathers whom selects are the following: Am- 
brose, Augustine, Jerome, Benedict, Gregory the Great, 
Francis Assisi, and Thomas Aquinas. Since 


Payne 
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single book could adequate justice the lives, 
writings, and influence these men has wisely 
limited his field study. His aim “to show the 
Church Fathers dramatic figures”, “strip them 
the pedantry which too often associated with 
examination Christian origins”, and remind 
that they are “living persons great relevance our 
own time” (p. 14-15). These men, later adds, 
“save strength the West, but should not for- 
gotten that they derived their roots from the East” 
(p. 300). And therefore promises complete this 
study another volume the Fathers the Eastern 
Church. 


After introduction gives brief account the 
men, who are called the “Forerunners” the Fathers 
—Paul, Justin, Irenaeus, Minucius Felix, Tertullian, and 
Cyprian. each chapter the Fathers assigns 
title, which gives clue the saint’s outstanding 


characteristic. Thus Gregory the Great the “Proud 
Bernard the and Francis the 
“Lover”. 


Mr. Payne adheres faithfully his three main objec- 
tives. First gives vivid pen-picture the out- 
ward appearance each Father and illustrates his 
character series incidents and anecdotes. Then 
offers extracts from his writings and usually 
makes more detailed study his most important 
literary production. Finally points out the particu- 
lar importance each Father well the influence 
which exerted upon his contemporaries well 
upon the development our western civilization. The 
book has excellent portrait each Father, chronol- 
ogy the more important events within the period 
covered and splendid index. 


Attention should drawn the following points. 
The author the habit making too sweeping 
generalizations. For example, mentions pride 
characteristic all the Fathers except St. Benedict, 
though the only proofs alleges are their striving 
after perfection, their insistence upon obedience the 
lawful authority the Church, their attempt 
explain examine mysteries which the human mind 
can never fully comprehend. Few will agree with such 
verdicts the following: St. Gregory the Great was 
violent, tempestuous man” (p. 209), “Bernard 
hated all who opposed him, only the saints hate” 
(p. devotes too much time St. Jerome’s 
description the foibles the clergy his day and 
too little his Biblical studies, which are his most 
permanent contribution our civilization. does 
not define just what meant the term “Father” 
and hence arbitrarily excludes Minucius Felix from 
this list and includes Tertullian. And the latter 
writes without any proof: “He delighted his heresies, 
and the Church has long ago forgiven him for them” 
(p. even more serious indictment that 
overlooks the true nature Christ’s divinity clear 
from the following quotations: 
utterance Jesus recorded one his apostles could 
and did become the battle-ground for furious sects” 
(p. 17), and “Our forms prayer and even our doc- 
trines are derived from shadowy sources which emerged 
long before the emergence Christ. Christ crystallized 
them” (p. 300). 
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regret make these adverse comments. Mr. 
Payne filled with genuine appreciation the 
Fathers and his mastery the English language 
cannot but communicate some his own enthusiasm 
his readers. has many excellent selections from 
their writings and these should prompt others probe 
into them more deeply. hope that the mistakes 
this volume will not repeated its sequel: the 
Fathers the Eastern Church. 
Rev. Stephen McKenna, 
Immaculate Conception Church, 
New York, New York 


Jackson, Joseph Henry The Christmas Flower 
Tom Lea. Harcourt. Oct. 25, 1951. 
The Mexican legend the poinsettia, reverently told, 
the basis for this story Father Clemente who 
labored with the Indians 100 years after the Mexican 
conquest. Outwardly docile and compliant their 
acceptance Christianity, his charges still bent the 
knee Tlaloc, god the rains. Father Clemente 
pinned his hope the children: let him win whole- 
heartedly just one child and would know his labors 
had not ben wasted. This Christmas morning when 
the children would bring their small gifts the Child, 
let him when told the Christmas story win Pablo 
from the tribal folly idol-worship. “Had not 
earned this one small miracle?” But when Pablo 
brought his gift the altar-fronted table, Father 
Clemente thought had lost all the children, Pablo 
included, for the church was swept snickers and 
half-suppressed laughter Pablo’s poor gift weedy 
leaves. Then the warm sun poured the 
window, the topmost cluster leaves showed shining 
scarlet star, like the star Bethlehem, like the 
Flower Faith. And the children scurried home 
tell the miracle, Father Clemente was peace 
his new-found certainty that, whereas his 
concern for just one child was rooted selfish pride, 
now could feel that all his people were his chil- 
dren too. 

The author does not quite bring off the reassured priest; 
the tale wabbles this stage where the strokes should 
quick and sure. Nevertheless, the story pleasing 
and appropriate. Tom Lea’s three full-page, red-and- 
white drawings are bold and strong line, striking 
their economy detail and effective their contrast 


subjects. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Bruckb Raymond Leopold 
The Stork and the Jewels 


Harper. Oct. 17, 1951. 50p. $1.50. 

Father Bruckberger must have pen which dips into 
the magic well fantasy for can wield with 
amazing imaginative power. 1948 his Seven Miracles 
Gubbio and the Eighth made the gentle St. Francis 
live again and turned the bold bad wolf under his love 
and blessing into real citizen Gubbio, the best one 


Best 


the town fact. Now, has given another 
story, this time parable, and tells quietly, 
beautifully that even translation become actors 
the parable learning the meaning love. The little 
boy, Matilda, and the stork with the broken foot be- 
come very real. less real are the young princess 
and the ring which the old chief held his hand, 
pivoted the emerald and lifted from its setting 
told the boy, “This ring contains relic the True 
Cross your God. has never been worn other than 
loyal God-fearing, valiant men”. And this the 
most real all things the parable—the sign the 
Cross made over the whole book the outspread wings 
the stork and the interior journeying the 
The Hermit illustrates the center the Cross, “You” 
says the two who love one another deeply, 
“You are today the Center the Cross, united after 
many difficulties. But single will, single 
impulse that henceforth binds one the other, that you 
must strive forward God”. 


The artistry the story defies the conventional analysis, 
its very simplicity which its greatness. Father 
Bruckberger, French Dominician, has learned cut 
away all the trappings and appendages which obscure 
the reality things and focus his attention and ours 
the simple truth. 

The Stork and the Jewels was written originally 
French—Gerold Lauck, the same who translated Father 
Bruckberger’s first book, has brought this translation 
the same sureness but delicacy touch which gave 
English The Seven Miracles Gubbio and the 
Eighth. The sketches done Peter Lauck are line 
drawings which have their place the book but cripple 
neither the text nor the reader’s imagination. 


Sister Mary William, 
Department English, 

The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul Minnesota 


Mauriac, Francois The Desert Love 
Pellegrini Cudahy. Aug. 27, 1951. 214p. $3.00. 
Long recognized one the greatest contemporary 
writers the continent Europe, Francois Mauriac 
has not received the United States the attention 
which his due. This new publication should spread 
his fame and press demand for more translations 
from among his twenty-five novels; date, only four 
have been published America. Catholic novelist 
who knows life and sees whole, once poet 
and realist, artist and psychologist. Writing with 
deep and compassionate understanding, presents his 
characters stark simplicity and timeless settings. 
His very human men and women are seen working out 
their lives success and failure, harried the pres- 
sures their own natures and the conditions life. 
Rising easily above the pornography the day, this 
wise author sees into the devious hearts his people 
with the comprehension and sympathy only found 
the spiritually mature. 


The Desert Love brief novel, only 214 pages 
long. But complete. For this short space there 
come life three characters whose lives are interwoven 
their weaknesses and their failure live and love 
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wisely. each other’s knowledge, father and 
son fall love with the same woman, one who neither 
wanted nor deserved love. The seventeen-year old 
boy shattered the force his infatuation and 
changed from callow child into dissolute, useless, 
and bitter man. The middle-aged father, successful 
and respected physician and scientist, allows the canker 
his attachment destroy all peace his own soul, 
make dry and formal husk his marriage and 
home. takes him the brink disaster his readi- 
ness abandon everything for happiness which can 
exist only his own imagination. all vain: 
There fulfillment. Only the end does there 
come recognition and the weak peace exhaustion 
and failure. Such are the bitter ashes found 
the Desert Love, the land which not nourished 
the waters wisdom and grace. Reading this book 
rewarding experience, highly recommended those 
who are ready consider the nature human passion 
presented master psychologist faultless style. 
The translation superb; mirrors perfectly the clar- 
ity and intensity Mauriac. 


John Ellis Bourne, 
University Scranton 


Hynek, W., M.D. 
Sheed Ward. Sept. 26, 1951. 


The True Likeness 
96p. $3.25. 


During the past fifty years the Holy Shroud Turin 
has been the subject many controversies and debates. 
For over six hundred years the Holy Shroud has been 
known and venerated Western Europe, yet truly 


the shroud used wrap the body Christ after the 
crucifixion? The recent discoveries made the field 
chemistry, physiology, anatomy and radiation are 
used attempt prove the authenticity the veil. 


The first photographing the Shroud took place 
1898, but was rejected even the whole Catholic 
intellectual world. Thirty-three years later, Giuseppe 
Enrie, again used photography means examina- 
tion. This time Professor Gilda the Medical Faculty 
Rome stated: “All the internal evidence points 
the authenticity this extraordinary relic: and does 
its direct and faithful representation the events 
the Passion” (p. 22). Dr. Rynek, medi- 
cal doctor, proceeds with the examination the Pas- 
sion Christ. This examination can well serve for 
meditation. Dr. Rynek takes the character the 
bleeding caused the long sharp thorns, the many 
wounds inflicted the soldiers’ whips and scourges 
the most common which are about cm. long and 
which appear always pairs. studies the 
possible weight the body Christ, the length the 
cross, the use one nail for the feet that the victim 
would not kick, the cause the death. then turns 
himself toward the problem the burial Christ and 
that view the fact that the condemned Man had 
buried sundown: “Christ’s dead body was not 
given the full rites burial but was wrapped with 
extreme haste the Shroud, then bound round with 
the usual linen strips that the body looked the 
usual rites had been observed”. 


The author tackles every possible angle the problem 
that when one closes the book one feels that the 


Hynek Spolansky 


medical field has testified favour the authenticity 
the Holy Shroud, full accordance with the words 
the Gospel. remarkable scholarly study, not 
sentimental but impressive, well presented that any 
one can understand it. The twenty-six photographic 
plates which were used for the basis this work are 


included. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Spolansky, Jacob 

The Communist Trail America 
Macmillan. Apr. 10, 1951. 227p. $3.50. 
This book might well called Factual Dossier 
Communist Activity the United States, 1920-1950. 
Jacob Spolansky, Russian born emigree, has the back- 
ground speak with personal authority for the events 
related. From 1918, when became confidential 
agent the Intelligence Branch the Army, 
until the present, has been actively engaged the 
rooting out Communist activities. This has been 
done successively FBI agent, state and private 
investigator areas infiltration, and 
special investigator for two congressional commit- 
tees un-American activities. Here shuns theory 
blueprint past Communist plans America and the 
men who carried them out. 


River Forest, May 1920, Spolansky eaves- 
dropped the secret convention where the Commu- 
nist Party America resulted from the Moscow com- 
manded forced marriage rival factions. raided 
the Bridgeman, Mich., convention 1922 which net- 
ted, besides documentary proof Moscow control, 
many the higher bracket like Joe Zack, 
Cyril Lambkin and Norman Tallentire, well re- 
vealing William Foster’s Communist affiliation. Un- 
fortunately, legal delays and different State’s Attorney 
General resulted all the cases being nolle prossed. 
Later miscarriages justice are also given detail. 
Norman Tallentire, ace recruiter for the party, still 
America although deportation proceedings were started 
against him 1922. Joe Kowalski, the Little Stalin 
Michigan, was deported 1920 and picked again 
1923 for entering the United States under false 
name. After serving short term Atlanta man- 
aged sabotage the Detroit auto industry for years 
with strikes and direct the 1932 Bonus March 
Washington. finally went Poland and good 
political post 1949. The case Gerhart Eisler 
too notorious need further mention. Spolansky also 
delineates the organization the Comintern’s succes- 
sor, the Cominform, controls the party Amer- 
ica through its agents. Several sections deal with the 
unsuccessful attempts swing the American Negro 
into the Communist orbit, including the plan for Negro 
buffer state the deep south, the Detroit race riots and 
the Paul Robeson fiasco Peekskill. the two most 
interesting chapters, one deals with the financing the 
party such means Dozenberg’s wholesale counter- 
feiting project, the diamond smuggling Michael Boro- 
din, the Russian Red Cross and other false fronts. The 
other outstanding chapter sympathetically relates the 
duping Henry Wallace from 1932 1950. The rise 
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and decline Earl Browder, comic opera though 
may seem, given with its more serious implications. 
The book concludes with brief recounting the 
notorious Eleven who are accredited with making Judge 
Medina’s life miserable. 


Throughout the book the international aspect Com- 
munism, dominated small group the Kremlin, 
manifest. This hidden all types subterfuge and 
apparently innocent organizations, but the essential 
controlling nucleus remains the party faithfuls under 
the hierarchical authority. Spolansky has turned out 
very factual report conditions which ought read 
all who are interested the preservation democ- 
racy and freedom. The greatest impact made the 
realization the weakness our immigration laws 
the lack proper enforcement. The approach matter 
fact but that fact, more impressive. you would 
understand the working the Communist system— 
read this book. 

Peter Hogan, 

Epiphany Apostolic College, 

Newburg, New York 


van Vogt, Slan 


Simon Schuster. Nov. 1951. 247p. $2.50. 

Starting the 30’s, van Vogt has become one the 
better science fiction writers and among those whose 
books are now being brought out the larger publish- 
ing houses they begin cater the growing group 
science fiction readers. Like most other items this 
genré, Slan was serialized magazine form when first 
appeared 1949. 

Slans were exterminated enemies the human 
race, hated blindly and savagely hunted 
their doom. Slans were natural mutations man with 
more brainpower—greater intelligence, the ability 
read minds—and greater physical strength. Actually 
people were led believe that slans were artificial 
mutations and that slans kidnapped human babies for 
experimental purposes. For time the slans had taken 
over the world, and had attempted rule for man’s 
benefit but their numbers had been too few and they 
had been almost exterminated save for those who 
managed hide. Slans could recognized new 
set organs, the tendrils which curled among their 
hair. After the Slan Wars mankind was controlled 
aristocratic clique which made totalitarian 
state. 

Young Jimmy Cross escaped the mob which killed his 
mother. slan had wait for years until his 
mental and physical powers matured. found haven 
with evil old woman for whom 


Best 


amid danger, found his father’s hidden work 
atomic energy and perfected until had weapons 
offense and defense. then set out find surviving 
slans with whom could cooperate. uncovers 
new factor the struggle, the tendrilless 
slans, who also plan conquer humanity and who hate 
equally the true slans. The tendrilless slans control 
human communications and have space ship. together 
with many powerful weapons. There evolves struggle 
then which finally reveals small group true slans 
controlling the world with the tendrilless slans being 
artificial and temporary mutation designed pro- 
tect the slan which was replace the normal humans 
the latter die out. 


Artistically, this story fairly well done—characters, 
though sketched but briefly, are real; the plot develops 
logically; imagination does not overstep the bonds 
possibility the light modern scientific theory. Philo- 
sophically, however, the story less acceptable. 
implication, denies free will that slans will control 
humanity for the latter’s good. condones murder 
force and violence achieve the slans’ ends though 
slans are pictured antiviolence. predicates the 
development new and super-man evolutionary 
processes; teaches, again implication, that men- 
tality the greatest force, the be-all and end-all the 
universe. All these factors render this book that 
should recommended only with caution adult 
readers. 


Christmas Gift Suggestion 


Parents, teachers, priests, nuns, friends, relatives, 
anyone who interested reading who must 
direct the reading activities others will appre- 
ciate subscription 


BEST SELLERS 
The Semi-Monthly Book Review Service 


year’s subscription $2.50 ($3.00 Canadian 
and Foreign) will bring entertainment and valu- 


able comment modern books the recipient 
throughout the year. Timely, thorough and com- 
petent reviews modern books shortly after 
publication will bring valuable information all 
who wish know what being published today. 
your request will send Christmas card 
directly the recipient your gift. 


BEST SELLERS 
University Scranton 
Scranton Pa. 
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